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the Jewish people were amazed and astounded by the great victory which He wrought
when He destroyed the Egyptian army, but that did not make an impress into their
heart, and, therefore, when they went 3 days without water they quickly forgot about
all their faith and G-d gave them not only a certain type of tree to make the water
porable, but He also started teaching them the laws so they should understand how
they should act and what they should do so that they, of their own accord, would

want to do what they ought to do.

That, too, is, of course, what they are talking about in the shira when it is talking
about how G~d is going to bring us into the land, into a sanctuary, because the
purpose of the Jewish people's exodus from Egypt was not just to leave Egypt but

it was to become a moral example to the world, and for that they needed to be brought
in and planted in the mountain of Thine inheritance, that they had to learn Jewish
values, that they had to have in their heart the necessary ideals in order that

they should live a life consecrated by Torah.

That, too, was why we read about Dovid HaMelech. Yes, he was a great general, a

great military leader, but his lasting influence upon us all is the Book of Psalms.
When people read the Book of Psalms they feel uplifted. Their faith is strengthened.
Tt:permeates into the hearts of each of us. It is true we have to touch the heart,
but sometimes you also have to use force before the heart is reached. 1 remember

how George Bush voted against the civil rights act in 1964 and he claimed, and it

is not a false claim, that the only way that race relations are going to be completely
remedied is if you touch the heart of people. That is true, but it is not completely
true because meanwhile people are being segregated and discriminated against. Sometimes
we have to use the force of law. We have to use the sword in order to force people

to stop discriminating even though they may not believe in it in their heart of
hearts. Then we have to educate, but first equity has to be done. We see that

in our school system, too. We see that the schools are not fair at all, that if
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you live in a rich district your children are going: to have thousands of dollars
spent on them and will have the best type of education. If you live in a poor
district you cannot even afford textbooks, so the Supreme Court of Texas has intervened
and said they will close all the schools unless there is a more equitable division
of funds so that everyone has an equal opportunity in education, and there is going
to be an election May 1. It is Saturday, so I hope you will all vote early. We
have to have an equitable distribution of funds. The same thing happened with the
prison system. Sometimes judicial authority has to intervene and it is not up to

a vote of the people. If the people would vote on this issue straightaway without
any judicial force I am sure that they would defear it because there are more rich
and middle class people in Texas than poor people, but that is not the way things
are many cimes.but they should be. In order for equity to prevail sometimes even
judges have to use power. So when we comtemplate the shira, this great song of
triumph we have to realize that it is-not just the obligation of the leader to win

a great military victory. It is the obligation of the leader also to plant in the
hearts of the people the desire to live free and moral and just lives. We also
have to realize that many times a leader has to use force if justice has to be done,
and then you have to educate. It is foolish just to use force without education.
They must go together, and in a synagogue or in any .instirution even if the majority
rules you also have to have education so that the minority still stays with you.
You also have to make sure that in certain issues the majority does not rule. What
if the majority decided that we do not accept any more peor people in our shul?

You cannot accept such a rule, or how can you accept a rule which discriminates

in favor of oldtimers or newtimers, that in order for an institution to thrive you
must have both the sword and the book, and we always need to have education, but
education, alone, will not many times solve all the problems, but education together
with judicial interpretation, rabbinic interpretation and the backing, of course,

and understanding of the administration will cause a synagogue to thrive and grow.
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Let us all hope and pray that we will always realize that what we need is both education
and order, that we need education and rabbinic interpretation, that in our country,

too, we need a strong judiciary as well as a strong executive because they are both
necessary in order for a society to flourish. Let us all hope and pray that our

executive and our judicial will always work together in this country and throughout

all Jewish institutions so the Mashich will come quickly in our day. Amen.
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On the seventh day of resach we learn how the Jewish people received their freedom.
They had left Egypt the first day of Pesach, but it was not until the Egyptian
army was destroyed thatithey really had their freedom because now the Egyptians
could no longer send an army to bring them back. We read how the Jewish people
left upright and proud, how G-d took them out with a high hand and after the Egyptian
army is swept away we learn how the Jewish people sang the beauriful Shira, the
song of triumph, how their enemy had been wiped out. There G-d is referred to

as Edsh Milthamah, G-d is a man of war, G-d is His name. What's more,,de learn
how nations tremble before him. We learn how the mighty people of Edam and the
mighty people of Moam are seized with terror. We then learn how it says that

"G-d is going to bring them in and plant them in thé:momuntain of thine inheritance,
the place, O Lord, which Thou hast made for thee to dwell in, the sanctuary, Lord,

which Thy hands have established."

This seems very strange. After all, this was a song of traumph over a great victory
over the Egyptian army, a victory which G-d, Himself, wrought. Why does it all

of a sudden mention about going into the land of Canaan, although it does not
actually mention the word Canaan, but it says that you are going to bring them

in and plant them in the mountain of thine inherirance, a place, O Lord, which

Thou hast made for theee to dwell in the sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have
established. This has nothing at all to do with whatihad just happened to them,

but it seems that G-d was requiring in this song, too, that the Jewish people

learn that they had to go into the land and establish a sanctruary for G-d there.

What does that actually mean? U

What's more, we also learn how after this took place, just three days later, the
Jewish people were mumbling and complaining. It says, "And they complained to
Moshe saying, 'What shall we drink?'" They had gone three days without finding

potable water and all their great faith in G-d where they had said before how
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they believed in-G-d and in Moshe, His servant, seemed to have dissipated, and
G-d then had to show Moshe a certain tree that he threw into the waters and it
sweetened the waters, and then it says something strange. "And He for them a
statute and an-ordinance and there he proved them." What does it mean? If He
gave them something to make the waters potable why did He also have to give them
laws? The rabbis says He gave them the laws of civil procedures, how to conduct
civil suits, the law of honoring your mother and father, the law of Shabbos.

Why did He have to give them these laws? What did that have to do with it? And
why, in the first place, do we have to read this portion at all? Tt would have
been very nice if the Torah portion would have just ended with the song of Miriam
and we would not have to learn about the subsequent complaints of the Jewish people.
Why did the rabbis see fit to include this section in what we should read for

the seventh day of Pesach?

What's more, in the Haphtorah we learn about Dovid HaMelech. We learn how Dovid
HaMelech escapes from his enemies and sings, too, a song of triumph, but we know
that David's kingdom was not permanent, that under his grandson the kingdom split,
so why do we have this great song of exultation that David sang after he escaped

from Sol?

It seems to me that we can answer these questions if we look at a comment that

Rabbi Soleveitchik made about what happened when Adam and Eve were chased out

of the Garden of Eden. It says, "And he chased Adam and drove out Adam and he
placed in east of Eden the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every way

to keep the way to the Tree of Life, to guard the way to the Tree of Life."” In
other words, after Adam was expelled from the Garden of Eden there were two guardians
which would see that he did not return. There was the flaming sword and there

were the cherubim. What does this mean, the flaming sword? Rabbi Soleveitchik

explains that there are actually two ways that people can lead others. There
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are two different types of leadership in the world. There:is ove leadership which
is based upon the sword, in which case people by force impress their will on others.
We see this happens in revolutions, and we see that this happens, too, in monarchées,
etc. where the people are forced to do what the rulers say they have to do. Then
there is a second type of leadership and that is the type of leadership whi¢hh

is based uppn an idea. If a person influences others through his ideas he also
exercises great leadership over them. It is not always true that the ideas that
you espouse are going to stay true. We saw that Marx, although he never ruled

over anybody physically, had such a great influence over the peoples of the world,
that almost half the globe subscribed to his ideas. It turms out, though, that

his ideas were false, but for a long time those ideas had great power and great
influence. The cherubim stand for the power of the book because they were the
guardians of the Ten Commandments. They were on the ark cover, and Rabbi Soleveitchik
says that there are two ways that you can influence people. You can influence
people through ideas, through educaiton, and you can influence people through

the sword. Now thereiis.a handicap:to each of these. You can force people to

do what you want them to do but:unless they really beleive in what you are forcing
them to do as soon as you disappear they will stop doing it. Also, there is always
somebody with amightier sword. We saw that after Stalin died almost all of his
ideas died with him. It is true that monarchiies lasted longer but because they
were butressed by the idea of divine kingship, of the divine right of kings to
rule, but when we see that you can gain very fast results with the sword, but

these results are not lasting. All of STalin's statues have been toppled, as

have Lenin's, and his ideas have been completely overturned because the people
really never believed in them or those who did beleive in them no longer believe

in them. But when it comes to the book you can have a lasting impact but it takes
an awful long time to assure your influence. That, of course, is a method that

i§ preferred by the rabbis. That's why when Jerusalem was about to be captured
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in the correct way. If they say, "I don't know if I want to share with my younger

sister of not,' we make them share because we want them to learn moral values.

Then, of course, we have to educate them at the same time because if we just force
them to do things by the time they are teenagers and our influence over them has
waned they will not do it. Unless you also give them a good Jewish education

and show them the beauty iof davening then they will not come to shul later on.

In fact, the real purpose of Jewish education is to make people want to do what
they ought to do. Of coruse, we know, too, that many times judigial power must

be used even when there is not time to educate the people. When equity is involved
then judirial power must be used even though the majority of the people would
probably be against what therpeople decide, but as long as the judges have the
executive branch willing to listen to their decisions and. atr least some of the
people are willing to listen to their decisions they have to render them. Of
course, many times courts will refuse to rule period because they know that the
executive is not going to implement their decision and they people are not going

to listen to them, so rather than destroy all their authority they remain silent,
but we know that in this country when the desegregation decision was handed down

in 1954 if there had been a vote taken it would have lost. People were not goig

to support it, especially in the south, but the justices knew that there was equity
involved. People were being discriminated against. They were being hurct. Their
lives were being ruined. Therefore, they had to decide the issue. But they also
allowed all deliberate speed. It has now been almost 40 years after that decision
and I doubt whether all the schools in thie eountry have been completely desegregated.
It took time to implement the decision but the principle was arrived at. Meanwhile,
a massive education campaign was launched and today if there would be a vote I
believe that everyone agrees that segregated schools are wrong. The same thing

is true-with the right of privacy. The judiciary decided in 1963 that there is

a right of privacy. If we would have taken a vote at that time you can rest assured
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Rabbi Yochun and Ben Zachai left the city pretending that he was dead and he approached
Fesbashun and asked him for a favor. As he approached him he said, "Hail, the
mighty emperor," and Fesbashun at the beginning was getting very angry because

he said, "I am not the emperor. I an only a general," when all of a sudden representataives
from the Roman senate came and hailed him as the Roman emperor. He .then turned

to the rabbi and asked him what favors.he wanted. He said he wanted a school,

an academy at Yavneh, which saved Judaism. We see here in Americay.too, that

the rabbis who are really interested in saving Judaism concentrate on schools

and make sure that the schools are there, and from the schools, of course, come
young people who are steeped in Jewish values and ideals which will allow Judaism
to continue, so the work of education and ideas is alow, but in many instances

it is much more sure. In many instancessit can find its mark in the hearts of
people and, therefore, they will keep it even after the teacher has disappeared
from the scene, which is not the same case with a person who wields a sword.

The rabbis say that Adam was interested primarily in being like G-d. That's why
it said because "G-d knows that on the day you will eat from this fruit your eyes
will be opened and you will be like G-d, like Elohim." The Unklus explains that
that does not mean G-d, it means like mighty people, knowing good and evil, while
Rashi explains that Elohim means that he will be creative:like G-d, so Adam wanted
both powers. He wanted the power of the sword ro be like the mighty men and he
also wanted to have creative influence over people and their ideas. Therefore,
his way was blocked by both the cherubim, which stood for creativity, for the
ideas, and also by the flaming sword. It is true that even if you have ideas

that are well established, well founded, not like Marxism, and they are founded
on the Ten Commandments, yet, sometimes even a man of ide;s has to use force.

We all know that. When we raise our children we know that we cannot say, ''Well,
you can go to shul or not go to shul." We have to force them to go to shul.

We have to force them to do their homework if we want out children to grow up

ino
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that we would have lost. Now, 30 years later we would win by an overwhelming majority

because people were educated at the same time to see that there was a right of privacy.

The came thing applies for a rabbi. A rabbi's main job is to educate people but
sometimes he has to make a decision and there is no time to educate the people.

1 know that we have lost members sometimes because of my decisions. A man came

to me a few years ago. His daughter had fallen in love with a young gencleman,

a non-Jewish gentleman, and that non-Jewish gentleman had been converted by a reform
rabbi. He came to me and he wanted me to perform the wedding. The man did not have

any circumcision and was not immersed in the mikvah and he had not studied. After

some discussion he thought he would be willing to be immersed in a mikvah; he was

not so sure about circumcision, but he definitely did not want to study, so, obviously,
I could not convert him. The man was irate and he quit the synagogue. Another

time someone came to me and said their daughter was having an engagement party and
they wanted me to come and be a part of it. It was not a kosher affair. 1 did

not have time to educate them in kashruth. I had to tell them no, that 1 could

not participate, that it was not right because I am the head of the Houston Kashruth

Association, an orthodox rabbi in a shul and the constitution forbids it and I could

not come. We lost them as members. Many times things happen in the shul, too.

I remember I had a run-in with the. Sisterhood. I have been here 17 yeans. When

1 first came the liver was not being cooked according to halacha. We had to have

it changed. It created some ill will. We see, too, that if one roum is overflowing

and there:is not enough room for daveners and another.rowm is empty, then, obviously
it is not equitable. Things have to be decided to make sure there is equity also.

So many times, too, even the man of the book, the man who seeks to be a leader through

the influence of ideas has to use force.

This, of course, is what we are talking about in the shira, that G-d was saying,

"Yes, he i an Eesh Milchamoa, a man of war''but:thattinfluence is limited. Yes,




